CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 21, 2011
3:00 P.M.
Agenda
L Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call of Commissioners present or absent
1L Prayer
III.  Old Business
1. Discussion, possible action, and possible executive session regarding pending/potential
litigation.

2 Discussion and possible action regarding provisional ballots
IV.  New Business
L. Discussion and possible action regarding ballot counting procedures.
2 Discussion and possible action regarding Commission work contracts.

V. Adjournment
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Cherokee Nation Election Office
22116 S. Bald Hill Road
Tahlequah, OK 74464
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September 21, 2011
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CHEROKEE NATION
ELECTION COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING
ELECTION SERVICES OFFICE MEETING ROOM

Special Meeting
September 21, 2011
3:00 p.m.
Commission Presided by: Susan Plumb
Commission Date/Time/Place: September 21, 2011/ 3:00 p.m.

Election Services Office Meeting Room

Commission Member Present/Absent:

Martha Calico — Present/Absent
Susan Plumb Present/Absent
Patsy Eads Morton -~ Present/Absent
Curtis L. Rohr _Present/Absent
Brenda J. Walker Present/Absent
=S

Quorum Established: @NO

Staff Present: Wanda Beaver Joyce Gourd Genny Scott

Visitors:
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CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 1188

TAHLEQUAH, OK 74465-1188

PHONE (918) 458-5899 FAX (918) 458-6101

MEETING ATTENDENCE RECORD

FOR THE MONTH OF _September 2011
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CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION MEETING ATTENDENCE RECORD
P.O. BOX 1188

TAHLEQUAH, OK 74465-1188
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PO Box 1188 Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-1188

Phone; (918) 458-5899 1-800-353-2895 Fax: (918) 458-6101
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

Susan Plumb, Chairperson

Brenda J. Walker, Vice-Chaitperson
Martha Calico, Secretary/Treasurer
Patsy L. Eads-Morton, Commissioner
Curtis L. Rohr, Commissioner

September 15, 2011

Dear Freedmen Voter:

The Cherokee Election Commission does not have the ability to determine who is a
tribal citizen. We only decide who is an eligible voter. The first requirement for being
an eligible voter is citizenship. The Cherokee Nation Supreme Court has ruled that
Freedmen don't have citizenship. The job of the Election Commission is to plan
either decision by the courts and be prepared to have an election the Cherokee
people have confidence in no matter what the courts decide on the citizenship issue.

We encourage any eligible registered Freedmen voter who did not request an
absentee ballot to vote at your precinct or during walk-in voting. If you are an at-

large voter and did not request an absentee ballot you may only participate in walk-in
voting at the Election Services Office in Tahlequah on the following days:

September 17, 20, 21 and 22™ from 9 a.m. To 5 p.m.

Sincerely,

Cherokee Election Commission




PO Box 1188 Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-1188
Phone: (918) 458-5899 1-800-353-2895 Fax: (918) 458-6101

CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

Susan Plumb, Chairperson

Brenda J. Walker, Vice-Chairperson
Martha Calico, Secretary/Treasurer
Patsy L. Eads-Morton, Commissioner
Curtis L. Rohr, Commissioner

September 21, 2011

Dear Freedman Voter,

This letter is to notify you as an eligible, registered, Cherokee Freedman in your capacity as a citizen of
the Cherokee Nation, your privilege to vote in the upcoming Principal Chief Special Election and to have
your vote counted in the same manner and the same extent as any Cherokee citizen. You may vote in
the September 24, 2011 Special Election at your precinct site on September 24, 2011, or on a walk in
basis at the Election Services Office, on September 29, and October 6, 2011 from 9:00a.m. to 5:00
p.m. If voting absentee, your ballot must be returned to the Election Commission by noon if by mail, or
7:00 p.m. in person.

At approximately 11:00 a.m. CST, the Election Commission was provided a copy of a Joint Motion for
Entry of Proposed Order, with a document attached to it entitied “[Proposed] Order”, that Orders the
Acting Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, notwithstanding any provision of tribal law to the contrary,
to do the following, among other things:

(3) Notify all registered Cherokee Freedmen voters, in a letter sent via overnight mail no later than
September 21, 2011, that:

a. They are citizens of the Cherokee Nation, and will be entitled to vote in the upcoming Principal
Chief election and to have their vote counted in the same manner as all other Cherokee citizens;

b. They may vote in the September 24, 2011 Special Election at their precinct site on September
24, 2011, on a walk-in basis at the Election Commission Headquarters on at least two additional
designated dates between September 24 and October 8, 2011, or by absentee ballot as described in
paragraph (4) below. The additional dates will be September 29, 2011 and October 6, 2011 at the
Election Commission Complex from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

(4) Provide, in a letter sent via overnight mail no later than September 21, 2011 to all registered
Cherokee Freedmen voters who requested an absentee ballot prior to August 12, 2011, a non-
provisional absentee ballot and notification that this ballot will be accepted and counted if received by
October 8, 2011.

This letter is intended to comply with the Court's Orders described above.
The absentee ballot previously sent to all Registered Cherokee Freedmen on September 15, 2011, will

be counted under the Order.

Sincerely,
Cherokee Nation Election Commission




Untitled Message Page 1 of 1

Travis Noland [travis-noland@cherokee.org]

Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 2:26 PM

To:  Geneva Scott

Statement from the Cherokee Nation Election Commission:

As the Freedman cases wend their way through the courts, the Cherokee Nation Election Commission is
determined to fullfill our oath to conduct an impartial election.

Our election laws are made by the tribal council, the commission then adopts rules and regulations to
fulfill the intent of those laws. Each time a court rules, especially as courts rule during an election
period, we are faced with a different set of actions to take in order to preserve our election and the
citizens' faith in our process.

Up to this point our early walk-in voting, turnout is exceeding our first election by about fifty-percent,
which we believe shows that there is still confidence in our process.

The Commission will not give up. We will continue to follow the laws given to us by legislators and
judges alike. It will be expensive, it will be time consuming and it will be accomplished.

The commission received a copy of a signed order from the federal court today as a result of federal
litigation related to the upcoming election.

These actions were prompted by an agreement by the Cherokee Nation administration, the plaintiffs in
federal court case and the U.S. Department of the Interior. Our goal as the Commission is to ensure that
we are prepared to comply with the order.

As a result of this order, Freedmen descendants who were eligible and registered to vote prior to
the March 31 deadline are able to cast their ballot in the same manner and to the same extent as all other
Cherokee citizens.

Eligible, registered Freedmen voters may cast a ballot on Sept. 24 at their registered precinct.

The Commission will also hold in-person voting at the Cherokee Nation Election Commission offices
for Freedmen descendants who are eligible, registered voters in Tahlequah on Sept. 29 and Oct. 6 from 9

a.m. to 5 p.m.

Freedmen descendants who requested an absentee prior to the Aug. 12, 2011 deadline, must return their
ballot to the Commission by noon if by mail or by 7 p.m. if they are hand delivered on Oct. 8.

With the help of the Cherokee Nation Marshal Service, we will secure and safeguard the ballots until the
commission begins counting them Oct. 8.

https://cnexch-cas2.cherokee.org/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAACzCzJ013GG... 9/21/2011




PO Box 1188 Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-1188
Phone: (918) 458-5899 1-800-353-2895 Fax: (918) 458-6101
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

Susan Plumb, Chairperson

Brenda J. Walker, Vice-Chairperson
Martha Calico, Secretary/Treasurer
Patsy L. Eads-Morton, Commissioner
Curtis L. Rohr, Commissioner

September 26, 2011
Dear Registered Cherokee Freedmen Voter:

Pursuant to an Order entered in a hearing held September 23, 2011 in
two actions pending in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia, this letter is to notify you that you may vote in the September
24, 2011 Special Election on a walk-in basis at the Election Commission
Headquarters at 22116 S. Bald Hill Road in Tahlequah on the following
dates:
September 29, 2011

October 1, 2011

October 4, 2011

October 6, 2011

October 8, 2011

Our office is open from 9a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thank you,
Cherokee Nation Election Commission



PO Box 1188 Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-1188
Phone: (918) 458-5899 1-800-353-2895 Fax: (918) 458-6101
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

Susan Plumb, Chairperson

Brenda J. Walker, Vice-Chairperson
Martha Calico, Secretary/Treasurer
Patsy L. Eads-Morton, Commissioner
Curtis L. Rohr, Commissioner

September 26, 2011

Dear Registered Cherokee Freedmen Voter:

Pursuant to an Order entered in a hearing held September 23, 2011 in
two actions pending in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia, enclosed is a non-provisional ballot being sent to all
registered Cherokee Freedmen voters who (1) requested an absentee
ballot before August 12, 2011, and (2) did not return an absentee ballot
that the Election Commission received as of September 23, 2011 or
otherwise voted on September 23, 2011.

The enclosed absentee ballot will be accepted and counted if received
by October 8, 2011.

This is not a provisional ballot.

Thank you,
Cherokee Nation Election Commission




