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CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 22,2012
9:00 A.M.

Agenda
Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call of Commissioners present or absent
Current Agenda

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes previous meetings
b. Review of Monthly Financial Report

Old Business

Discussion and possible action concerning Election Service Companies
Discussion and possible action concerning Rules and Regulations.

Discussion and possible action concerning By-Laws

Discussion and possible action concerning the Administrative Procedures Act.
New Business

Discussion and possible action concerning the selection of Officers.

Discussion and possible action concerning Legal Counsel for the Commission.

Adjournment
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Cherokee Nation Election Office

22116 S. Bald Hill Road
Tahlequah, OK 74464
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CHEROKEE NATION
ELECTION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
ELECTION SERVICES OFFICE MEETING ROOM
Regular Meeting
May 22, 2012
9:00 a.m.

I'd
Commission Presided by: nz CJ / La)

Commission Date/Time/Place: May 22, 2012/9:00 a.m.
Election Services Office Meeting Room

Commission Member Present/Absent:

Carolyn Allen i Present/stent

Martha Calico sent
Shawn R. Calico bsent
Lindsay Earls _Etfe_n‘f}\bsent
Bill Horton Lresentfbsent
Quorum Established: @N (0]

Staff Present: Wanda Beaver Joyce Gourd Genny Scott

Visitors: ’3
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Cherokee Nation Election Commission
Regular Meeting
Election Services Meeting Room
May 22, 2012

Minutes

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:
The Regular Meeting of the Election Commission was called to order at 9:05 a.m. Roll
Call was taken and a quorum was established. In attendance were:
Commission - Martha Calico — Acting Chairwoman
Lindsay Earls - Commissioner
Shawna Calico — Commissioner
Bill W. Horton - Commissioner
Carolyn Allen — Commissioner

Office Staff - Geneva Scott
Wanda Beaver

Guests - Patricia Carpenter
Jami Custer
Cheryl Brown
Dianne Barker Harrold

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Lindsay Earls to approve the minutes for the April 24th Regular
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Carolyn Allen. A vote was taken and the motion
was approved unanimously.

MINUTES:
Discussion was held regarding the monthly financial report. No action was taken.

Discussion was held regarding the Election Companies. Lindsay informed the
Commission that True Ballot would be here on June 5" to meet with the Election
Commission and discuss their procedures.

A motion was made by Lindsay Earls to table the discussion of the Rules & Regulations.
The motion was seconded by Bill Horton. A vote was taken and the motion was approved
unanimously.

Discussion was held in regards to the amendments on the By-Laws. Everyone looked
over the final draft and a motion was made by Lindsay Earls to approve the By-Laws.
The motion was seconded by Carolyn Allen. A vote was taken and the motion was
approved unanimously.




A motion was made by Carolyn Allen to table the discussion of the Administrative
Procedures Act. The motion was seconded by Shawna Calico. A vote was taken and the
motion was approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Carolyn Allen to nominate Bill W. Horton as Chairman of the
Election Commission. The motion was seconded by Shawna Calico. A vote was taken
and the motion was approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Bill W. Horton to nominate Martha Calico as Vice-Chair of the
Election Commission. The motion did not receive a second.

A motion was made by Carolyn Allen to nominate Lindsay Earls as Vice-Chair of the
Election Commission. The motion was seconded by Martha Calico. A vote was taken and
the motion was approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Bill W. Horton to nominate Martha Calico as the
Secretary/Treasurer of the Election Commission. The motion was seconded by Lindsay
Earls. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding Legal Counsel. Martha informed the Commission that she
spoke with Mr. Lloyd Cole and Mr. Cliff Wright regarding the position. She said that
both Attorneys’ would be willing to represent the Election Commission should the
position be offered. Suggestion was made to have interested Counsel submit their
resumes to the Election Commission and to interview any applicants. A motion was made
by Lindsay Earls to set June 5" as the deadline to accept resumes and to conduct
interviews by June 8" The motion was seconded by Carolyn Allen. A vote was taken and
the motion was approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Shawna Calico to adjourn at 9:40 a.m. The motion was seconded
by Bill W. Horton.
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Martha Calico, Setretary/Treasurer




Objective
The objective of the Election C_ommiss'u_)n is to
carrying our'LegislatiVe Act 06-10 for the purp
elections.

Article 111 Membership
Section 1. The Election Commission S mposed of 1'11‘46(5‘) Membets’(%vze %z;ted
appo'mted by the Council, tWO 2)a ted by the Pr’m(:lpa : .

pointees; and confirme

by those four ap
after all five

missioners Will be sworn in as soon @ possible

Election Com ‘
d with the following oath:

Section 2. The
been seate

commissioners have
will faithfully execute the duties of the

«1 do solemnly swear or affirm that 1  the d :
Election Commissi of the Chero . 1 in a responsible, impartial and
Unbiased mannet, and will, to the pest of my ability, preserve prote
defend the Constitutions of the Cherokee Nation, and the United States of
America. I swear Of irm further, that 1 will do everything within my pOWer

e, heritage and traditions of the Cherokee Nation.”

to promote the cultur
e any candidate

mmission, endors
of their

will not, as a Co
mmission consent to the use

ction Commission
nor will the Co

Section 3. The Ele
£f election

before the general and runo

name on any petition.
r her official title to influence

may use his 0
his or her title on any

on Commission officer
he consent to the use of

Section 4. No Electi
lection nor will he or 8

the outcome of any €
petition.

Article IV. Officers

Officers of the Election Commission wil
Parliamentarian and Secretary/Treasure.
five commissioners have been seated.

| be Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson/

They will be clected as soon as possible after all



Article V. Meetings

Section 1. The first meeting of the Election Commission will be held as soon as possible
after the Oath of Office has been administered and officers will be elected at that time.

Section 2. The Election Commission will transact all business at official meetings of the
Commission. These may be either regular or special meetings, defined as follows:

Regular Meeting -- the usual, official, legal action meetings held regularly with a
Schedule displayed in the Election Services Office; and

Special Meeting -- an official, legal action meeting called between scheduled
regular meetings to consider specific topics. In the event that Commissioners are
unable to meet and there exists a need for immediate decision, business may be
conducted by telephonic conference or other form of electronic communication.
Notice of special meetings will be given through the Election Services Office at the
Request of the Chairperson.

Section 3. The Election Commission meeting agenda is the responsibility of the
Chairperson and/or the Election Services Office. Items for the agenda may be suggested
by Commissioners, an individual or group but must be approved by the Chairperson.
Agenda items must be in writing to the Election Office two weeks before a regular
scheduled meeting. The agenda and any supporting materials will be distributed to
members of the Election Commission as far in advance of the meeting date as possible.
(preferably two weeks).

Section 4. The Election Commission, during any properly scheduled open meeting, may
discuss, make motions, vote to approve or disapprove, vote to table, adopt, reject,
reaffirm, rescind, or take no action on any agenda matter and vote to convene in
executive session when appropriate. Executive session is closed to the public.

Section 5. Any questions or issues of concern must be in writing to the Election
Commission two weeks before a scheduled meeting.

Article VI. Duties of Commission Officers

Section 1. It is the duty of the Election Commission to maintain the highest level of
integrity in carrying out the election law and to conduct all Cherokee Nation elections
according to Legislative Act 06-10.

Section 2. It is the duty of the Chairperson to preside at all meetings of the Election
Commission. The Chairperson with the assistance and support of the other members of
the Election Commission will implement Legislative Act 06-10 to carry out Cherokee
Nation elections with fairness and equality to all involved parties, both voters and
candidates. The Chairperson will not cast a vote to a motion except to break a tie. The



Chairperson will perform other duties that are delegated to him or her by order of the
Election Commission.

Section 3. In absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson/Parliamentarian will
assume the duties of the Chairperson.

Section 4. The Secretary/Treasurer will keep the minutes of the Election Commission’s
regular and special meetings and provide copies to appropriate persons. A copy of the
approved minutes will be kept in the Election Service Office. All check requests for
Election Commissioners will be generated by the Secretary/Treasurer.

Section 5. The Vice Chairperson/Parliamentarian will guide the Election Commission in
parliamentary proceedings.

Section 6. No Election Commissioner may use his or her office to support a candidate
during his or her term of office. Support includes verbal or written endorsement, stickers
on vehicles, or other forms of electioneering.

Section 7. No Election Commissioner may cause any voter’s name to be removed or
added to the list of eligible voters without proper documentation to support such an
action.

Section 8. All press releases must be in writing and approved by the Election
Commission before they may be released. Further, Election Commissioners may not
make presentations or give statements to the public, employees, or elected officials of the
Cherokee Nation that appear to reflect the “thinking” or decisions of the Election
Commission without the approval of the majority of the Election Commission.

Section 9. No Election Commissioner may make public knowledge any information
deemed by majority vote of the Election Commission to be confidential nor any matters
discussed in executive session except by a majority vote to issue a written statement on
the matter.

Section 10. No Election Commissioner may treat any candidate for office in any manner
that might be construed as either preferential treatment or disparaging treatment.

Section 11. No Election Commissioner may use his or her position to unduly influence
elected officials of the Cherokee Nation.

Section 12. No Election Commissioner may use his or her position for personal or
financial gain beyond the agreed upon compensation.

Section 13. Election Commissioners will represent the Cherokee Nation and its
constituency in a respectful and dignified manner.




Section 14. Election Commissioners will set up policies to insure that the Election
Offices Staff are protected and a grievance procedure set in place.

Section 15. Election Commissioners will insure that all cameras, video cameras, etc are
prohibited inside voting precincts.

Section 16. Election Commissioners will have the authority to remove any persons from
the voting precincts who causes disruption or interference with the voting process. Such
persons will not be allowed to return.

Section 17. Election Commissioners will review the Absentee Ballot Request Form and
make any revisions necessary.

Atrticle VIL Vacancy of Office

Section 1. A Vacancy automatically occurs when a Commissioner;
resigns from office

dies,

fails to attend three (3) consecutive meetings without notice or
either actively endorses or opposes a candidate for office.

pogw

Section 2. The Principal Chief, the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council or the Election
Commission will name a replacement as soon as possible according to who made the
original appointment.

Section 3. If the vacancy results in an open office on the Commission, a new election will
be held to fill that officer’s position at the next regular meeting after the appointment of
the new Commissioner.

Article VIII. Amendments

Bylaws may be amended after the general and runoff elections. An amendment requires a
majority vote of the Commission in order to be forwarded to the Rules Committee of the
Cherokee Nation Council for approval.

Article IX. Authority

Section 1. The Bylaws will be supplemental to Legislative Act 06-10 which is the
supreme governing document of the Election Commission and have full authority when
Legislative Act 06-10 is silent.

Section 2. Robert’s Rule of Order, Newly Revised, will govern the Election Commission
in all cases where Legislative Act 06-10 and the Bylaws are silent.
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Reviewed and approved on the A day of Ma\l
Cherokee Nation Election Commission. /

, Election Commissioner
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Marth'&{?alico, Election Commissioner
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Bill W. Horton, Election Commissioner




