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CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
APRIL 17, 2012
4:00 P.M.
Agenda

Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call of Commissioners present or absent
Current Agenda

a. N/A

b. N/A

New Business

Discussion and possible action on Mr. Gary D. McGee’s Voter Registration Form.

Discussion and possible action on letter from Mr. Faron Charles.

Discussion and possible action on Resumes for fifth Election Commission seat.

Adjournment
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Cherokee Nation Election Office
22116 S. Bald Hill Road
Tahlequah, OK 74464
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CHEROKEE NATION
ELECTION COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING
ELECTION SERVICES OFFICE MEETING ROOM
Special Meeting
April 17, 2012
4:00 p.m.

Commission Presided by: ”{ tﬂ /L 0

Commission Date/Time/Place: April 17,2012/4:00 p.m.
Election Services Office Meeting Room

Commission Member Present/ Absent:

Martha Calico Present/Absent
S——
Shawna R. Calico Present/Absent
A—
Lindsay Earls Present/Absent
Bill Horton Present/Absent
Present/Absent
Quorum Established: /NO
Statf Present: Wanda Beaver Joyce Gourd Genny Scott
E— A [

Visitors:
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Minutes from April 17 Special Meeting

Commissioners Present: Martha Calico, Acting Chair; Lindsay Earls, Acting Recording
Secretary; Shawna Calico; Bill Horton

4:00 p.m. — Call to order by Acting Chair, Martha Calico

New Business

-Mr. Horton moved to count Mr. McGee as an At-Large voter. Ms. S. Calico seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

-Reviewed the letter from Mr. Charles. Asked Wanda to send him a letter to thank him
for sharing his concerns with us, and to encourage him to make his concerns known to
councilors.

-Reviewed resumes and applications from those interested in the fifth commissioner seat.
We received 10 applications, including one from a non-Cherokee, who is not eligible for
the seat. The rest of the applicants will be invited for an interview.

-Motion to adjourn from Mr. Horton. Second from Ms. Earls. Motion carried.
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Election Commission March 28,2012  Pg1 of 3
B P. O. Box 1188

Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-0948

918 458-5899 or 1-800-353-2895

Fax 918 458-6101

electi0n—commission@cherokee.org

Dear Cherokee Nation Election Commission,

[ -am concerned about the implementation of our Tribal election laws with
respect to the Campaign Finance Reports filed by almost all of the
candidates.

Some specific instances are included, below.

District 5 candidate, Ollie Starr, seems to have incomplete campaign

@ finance reports. Ollie Starr should have the same expenses as Cara
Cowan Watts for renting the sign location across from the Rogers County
Courthouse from MG Signs. Specifically, Ms. Starr should have shown
an expense for an electronic sign rental as well as a physical sign rental
same as Ms. Watts. If Ms. Starr failed to report all of her donations and
expenditures, she should be fined per the law. If the space on the sign
was gifted, an “inkind” amount should have still been noted!

Many of the reports are illegible. Not only are the reports difficult if not

impossible to read, but information is not consistently provided from

page to page in the same report. Each page should clearly identify the

candidate who is reporting and include a page number. There should be a

standard for report submission, for clarity. Incomplete and inconsistent
@ information should be held to the same scrutiny as the voter ballots.
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"Anonymous Donations’ cumulative total was possibly exceeded where
donations were collected at events such as a campaign dinner in the case
of Tina Glory Jordan.

Many of the reports lack complete legal names and other information
describing the donor such as ‘M Vann’ on Ms. Jordan’s report. Is this
Marilyn Vann who is the lead plaintiff in the Freedmen case against the
Cherokee Nation? If so, I find this secretive and misleading!

Many of the reports lack an amount on the expenditure being made and
adequate details to determine what the money was expended for or when
the money was expended. These are Basic bookkeeping skills!!! I am
concerned when a candidate can not keep a simple ledger, yet they want
to control the monies of the Cherokee people.

Also, there seems to be no penalty for timely reporting of both individual
donations and expenditures so we as voters are aware of the candidate’s
activities and associations. Are they afraid their associations would
change my vote if I knew the truth? Are they ashamed of their
associations?

After reviewing most of the campaign finance reports, transparency can
only be achieved if copies of receipts and bank account transactions are
included complete and legible.

After reviewing the Tribal election law, I am requesting disclosure on
‘Recall Cara Cowan Watts’ Facebook ads since this affects my District.
Who is paying for this campaigning in the form of Facebook ads? If it
has been disclosed as required by Tribal laws, I am requesting a copy of
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. the disclosure. If not, please request disclosure so Cherokee Nation
citizens are aware of who is campaigning.

Thank you for your time and attention to these serious matters. I would
appreciate a written response addressing all of my concerns.

Concerned Cherokee Citizen,

Wado!
T By LA
‘ Faron Ray Charles

P.O. Box 725
© Inola, OK 74036




Cherokee Nation Election Services
P.O. Box 1188 * Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465-1188
(918) 458-5899 * 1-800-353-2895 * Fax (918) 458-6101

April 18, 2012

Mr. Faron Ray Charles
PO Box 725
Inola, OK 74036

Dear Mr. Charles:

The Election Commission has reviewed your letter. We appreciate your concerns and we
all agree that the Financial Disclosure Forms lack clarity and need revision. However; we
are bound by the Cherokee Nation Election Laws which are governed by the Tribal
Council. As a newly seated Election Commission this Board does not think it would be
proper to impose any sanctions on violations committed during the terms of the previous
Election Commission.

At this time, there are no independent reporting Laws in regards to Facebook. We will be
happy to take any suggestions that you may have. You may also contact the Tribal
Council with any suggestions you may have on amending the Election Laws so that all
Financial Reports are consistent and filed with the proper information. Thank you for
your interest in Cherokee Nation Elections. Please let us know if we can be of further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Marth¥ Calico, Election Commissioner




