CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 10, 2010
9:00 A.M.
Agenda
I.  Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call of Commissioners present or absent
IL. Current Agenda
a. Approval of Meeting Minutes previous meetings

b. Monthly Financial Report
III. Old Business

L. Discussion and action regarding_lawsuit information

2 Report or correspondence from Mr. Cole

IV. New Business

L; Discussion and action regarding _Redistricting Awareness Campaign
2. Discussion and action regarding_ Precincts

3. Discussion and action regarding_Voter Registration Form

4. Discussion and action regarding_Afton and Okay precinct voters

3. Discussion and action regarding Invitation to Community meeting

6. Discussion and action regarding_Holiday Participation

V.  Adjournment
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22116 S. Bald Hill Road
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CHEROKEE NATION
ELECTION COMMISSION MEETING
ELECTION SERVICES OFFICE MEETING ROOM
Regular Meeting
August 10,2010 9:00 AM

Commission Presided by: Roger Johnson - Chairman

Commission Date/Time/Place: August 10, 2010/ 9:00 AM
Election Services Office Meeting Room

Commission Members Present/Absent:

Martha Rose Calico Absent
Patsy Morton bsent
Roger L. Johnson bsent
Curtis L. Rohr ( PresenDAbsent
Brenda Walker bsent
Quorum Established: E@N (0]

Staff Present: Wanda Beaver Joyce Gourd Genny Scott

—

Visitors:
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Cherokee Nation Election Commission
Regular Meeting
Election Services Meeting Room
August 10, 2010

Minutes

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:
The Regular Meeting of the Election Commission was called to order at 9:08 a.m. Roll
Call was taken and a quorum was established. In attendance were:
Commission -
Roger L. Johnson - Chairman
Brenda J. Walker - Vice-Chairperson
Martha Calico — Secretary/Treasurer
Patsy Eads-Morton - Commissioner
Curtis L. Rohr - Commissioner

Office Staff - Joyce Gourd
Wanda Beaver
Geneva Scott

Guests - Bill Baker
Sammye Rusco

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Curtis L. Rohr to approve the minutes for the July 13, 2010
Regular meeting. The motion was seconded by Patsy Eads-Morton. A vote was taken
and the motion was approved unanimously.

MINUTES:

A motion was made by Martha Calico to approve the Budget report as presented. The
motion was seconded by Curtis L. Rohr. A vote was taken and the motion was approved
unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding Cherokee Phoenix reporter, Christina Goodvoice’s request
for any comments regarding Judge Fite’s approval of the Tribal Council’s five-district
map. A motion was made by Patsy Eads-Morton to tell Ms. Goodvoice that the Election
Commission had no comment at this time. The motion was seconded by Brenda J.
Walker. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding the redistricting awareness campaign. Sammye Rusco
gave the Commission specific details and cost in regards to the campaign to inform
Cherokee citizens of the new districts. The Commission informed Ms. Rusco that
information she would need from our office was not available at this time. They assured
Ms. Rusco that the forms and information would be forwarded to her as soon as they
become available.



A motion was made by Martha Calico to table items 2-4 of the agenda. The motion was
seconded by Brenda J. Walker. A vote was taken and the motion was approved
unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding the invitation to attend the community meeting in Kansas.
A motion was made by Patsy Eads-Morton to notify Ms. Fourkiller that a representative
of Election Services would not be able to attend and to send her some Voter registration
forms to take to the meeting. The motion was seconded by Martha Calico. A vote was
taken and the motion was approved unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding participation in the Cherokee Holiday festivities. Mr.
Johnson stated that they would not participate in the parade this year. The office staff
informed the Commission that a table had been reserved in the complex and the staff
would work on Saturday to get citizens to register to vote and provide information
regarding Cherokee Nation elections.

A motion was made by Curtis L. Rohr to go over precinct location information on August
17" at 9:00a.m. The motion was seconded by Patsy Eads-Morton. A vote was taken and

the motion was approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Curtis L. Rohr to adjourn at 11:09 a.m. The motion was seconded
by Patsy Eads-Morton.

Pt 2D faliin

Martha\C’aﬁco Secretary/T reasurer
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE CHEROKEE NATION '
2010AUG -6 PH 3:02
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KE KDAL L BIRD. CJURT CLERK

CARA COWAN WATTS,
In Her Official Capacity as Council Member
District 7 and as an individual,

Appellant,
V. SC-10-03
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION

COMMISSION,
Respondent.

T — — “—m— —— — —m— — ——

MINUTE ORDER

NOW on this 6th day of August, 2010, the Court after examining the Petition in Error
enters the following findings and orders:
y ! The Appellant, Cara Cowan Watts, has until August 16, 2010 to comply
with Rule 52 of the Cherokee Nation Supreme Court Rules and
Procedures, and, the Court’s forms concerning appeals.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that all the above shall be the Court’s Order.

W"

Darell R. Maflock,/Jr. Chief Justice
Cherokee’Nation Supreme Court

CERTIFICATION OF MAILING -

| certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document, Order, was
mailed and/or transmitted via facsimile on this 6" day of August, 2010 to the following:

John E. Parris, email jeparris@gmail.com
Lloyd Cole, fax (918) 696-2070

] .

/

Kendall Bird, Court Clerk
Cherokee Nation Supreme Court



= 5 P—‘_—l r'ﬁ'v
i)

=553 Lxwm -

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE CHEROKEE NATION
2010 AUG -6 AMII: 19
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CARA COWAN WATTS, el
KENDALL BIRD, COURT CLERK

In her Official Capacity as
Council Member District 7
and as an Individual

Appellant, y - /)
v, Appeal No. Sﬁ/ j(/ C %
CHEROKEE NATION

ELECTION COMMISSION

i S i R S S N S S

Respondant.

PETITION IN ERROR

COMES NOW, Petitioner Cara Cowan Watts, by and through Attorney
John E. Parris, in her Official Capacity as Council Member and in her Individual
Capacity as citizen of the Cherokee Nation (“Appellant”), and Petitions this
Supreme Court to reverse the order of the District Court in cases No. CV-2009-65
and No. CV-2010-53. The Order of Dismissal being appealed is dated July 27,
2010 and is hereby designated.

Oral argument is requested.

ISSUE: The appeal is of the District Court’s Order of July 27, 2010,
approving LA 22-10, which created five voting districts. District 5 is
disproportionately underrepresented in violation of the Cherokee Nation
Constitution. Article VI, Section 3. requires that: “Fifteen of these seats shall be

apportioned to afford a reasonably equal division of citizenship among the



what is a constitutionally reasonable division is for this court to decide pursuant to
Constitution Article VIII, Section 4.

Respectfully Submitted,

//% %Aj"

<¥ohn E. Parris, CNBA #0143, OBA #18979
1423 S. Indianapolis Ave
Tulsa OK 74112-5825
(918) 931-8928

jeparris@gmail.com

it
Cara owan
Appellant

Subscribed and sworn to before me this [ﬂ Mday of August, 2010.

COURT CLERK

By: K@W M

Deputy

OR
State of Oklahoma

County of

Notary Public
My Commission Expires
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CHEROKEE NATION®

DRAFT- REDISTRICTING CITIZEN AWARENESS CAMPAIGN - DRAFT

Overview: The Cherokee Nation has passed a five district plan which will create several changes for
many Cherokee Nation citizens. It may create a new district in which a citizen resides, it may create a
new Tribal Council position for the district and it may change the voting location for tribal citizens. A
draft redistricting citizen awareness plan will be presented for discussion at the Tribal Council Rules

Committee meeting on July 29, 2010.

Responsible Parties: Cherokee Nation Election Commission, Cherokee Nation Tribal Council, and

Cherokee Nation Administration. All materials will be reviewed by these responsible parties.

Goal(s): Accurately and effectively communicate the redistricting legislation and voter registration

information to each tribal citizen (in both English and Cherokee).

Audience(s): All registered Cherokee Nation citizens and employees at all Cherokee Nation entities.
Timeline: To avoid unnecessary costs and voter confusion, it is recommended that the citizen
awareness plan be implemented once any court challenges, if any, are resolved or when the election

becomes eminent. It is estimated to take four weeks once content is finalized, complete writing of all

materials, approval of content, translate into Cherokee, design and print the materials.

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 1 of 11



, Current Materials:
e Legislation (attached)

e Map — which will be included in all communications (attached)

e Precinct List (attached)

Materials to Develop:
¢ Overview Explanation of Redistricting (uncomplicated explanation and brief history), key
messages which can be used in other print materials
e Frequently Asked Questions List
* Press Release
¢ Voter Registration Application — to be updated
* Request to Reregister to Vote — to verify information and for new 91| address updates
e Legal Notices
. e Poster Size Maps
e Ads - Print, Radio and TV
e Tri-fold Print Brochure

¢ Holiday Banners

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 2 of 11



DRAFT- Implementation Timeline

July 14,2010
Sent out the monthly press release recapping the Tribal Council meeting; highlighted the
redistricting legislation.

July 20, 2010
Meredith Frailey held a preliminary meeting with Cherokee Nation Communications,

Election Commission and Council to discuss basic goals of a citizen awareness campaign.

July 29,2010
Draft of citizen awareness plan presented to Tribal Council for discussion.

July/August, 2010
In the next couple of weeks Communications will work with the committee to pitch
story information to the Cherokee Phoenix with the essential facts and messages that
the Election Commission and Tribal Council wish to communicate to citizens.

August 10, 2010
Election Commission will meet and should have a new voter registration form approved
at this time.

Approximately 3-4 Weeks
Communications Tools and Opportunities to Implement the Plan

This list of communications tools and opportunities will be reviewed and prioritized to most effectively
communicate our message and to meet the needs of the responsible parties.

¢ Direct mail — Goal would be to tell each voter the new status of their district and voting
information
o Cost — This estimate is based on a mailing list of all Cherokee Nation citizens, head of
household (approximately 163,000). We are contacting vendors to provide the most
cost effective way to mail. An early estimate is around $43K for mailing costs for a one-
time mailing, presorted or $72K for first class mailing. There is also a charge for
returned mail, add around $3K for returned mail. (Printing costs for brochure not

included, see page 5)

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 3 of 11



Media — Cherokee Phoenix, local newspapers (within our jurisdiction), radio show

o Press Releases — Publicize the redistricting implementation, targeting information to

each area

Advertising — some opportunities to be included in scheduled Communications
advertising, depending on timing of information

PSA — develop a radio public service announcement to distribute to local stations within
our jurisdiction

Cost — Since the PSA and press release will be developed in-house in Communications
there is no cost. Advertising: Administration, Tribal Council and Election Commission
will equally pay for an ad/insert in the county seat newspapers within our jurisdiction. If
a four-page insert is necessary it will cost approximately $23,250 each entity, a total of
nearly $70,000 per a one-time ad in all county seat newspapers. A two-page insert will
cost approximately $16,000 each, a total of around $47,000. It may be deemed

necessary to repeat this citizen communication closer to the election date.

Toll-free Information line — Set up a phone line at the Election Commission that outlines
the districts and provides key information (FAQ answers and Contact Resources)

Website — Create a special redistricting/voter registration message on the Cherokee Nation’s
main website that links directly to the Election Commission page. Content will include the
details of the redistricting and voter registration: map, FAQs, voter locations, where to call
with questions, brochure PDF, etc (all related materials)

o No cost associated with adding to existing Cherokee Nation website

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 4 of 11



CNTYV - Develop a PSA for CNTYV that will air in all of the health centers and key facilities
o No cost associated with this in-house project
All-Employee E-mails — Communicate with employees at all tribal entities via aI_I employee e-
mails and intraservers
o No cost
Community Meetings — brochures and poster-size map
o Poster-size map will be produced in-house at no charge, about 20 quantity — Election
Commission has offered to replace cost of printer ink
o Tri-fold Brochure — This print piece in English/Cherokee is a tri-fold brochure (full
color) to be mailed to the citizen list, design will be done in-house at no charge, printing
about 300K is estimated to cost $24K. The mailing will use 163K, the rest can be
inserted into the Cherokee Phoenix (13,600 of each issue is placed in racks, if it is
inserted into racks an insertion fee of $1,360 applies), and handed out at Cherokee

National Holiday, community meetings, etc.

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 5 of 11



Committee: Special Rules Author: Todd Hembree
Date: 07-12-10 Committee Date: 07-12-10 Sponsor: Meredith Frailey

An Act

Legislative Act 22-10

AN ACT AMENDING LEGISLATIVE ACT 06-10; REVISING TITLE 26

("ELECTIONS") OF THE CHEROKEE NATION CODE ANNOTATED:

AMENDING § 5, ADDING PROVISIONS FOR APPORTIONMENT; AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CHEROKEE NATION:
Section 1. Title and Codification

This act shall be referred as the “Voter District Amendment of 2010 and codified as Title
26 Sections 5(A-B) of the Cherokee Nation Code Annotated (“CNCA™).

Section 2. Purpose

The purpose of this Act is to amend the Cherokee Nation Election Code to define the
apportionment process of Council seats and define Tribal Council Districts within the
jurisdictional boundaries of the Cherokee Nation.

Section 3. Legislative History

L.A. 9-85 Eff. July 13, 1985

L.A. 35-89 Eff. Sept. 9 1989

L.A. 6-91 Eff. March 9, 1991

L.A. 2-87 Eff. Feb. 14, 1987

L.A. 12-90 Eff. Nov. 13, 1990

L.A. 5-87 Eff. Feb. 14, 1987

L.A. 8-87 Eft. Feb. 26, 1987

L.A. 11-87 Eff. March 14, 1987

L.A. 6-87 Eff. Feb. 14, 1987

L.A. 9-87 Eff. Feb. 26, 1987

L.A. 14-87 Eff. March 14, 1987

L.A. 7-87 Eff. Feb. 14, 1987

LA. 12-87 Eff. May 11, 1987

L.A. 23-87 Eff. June 11, 1987

L.A. 3-87 Eff. February 14, 1987

L.A. 4-87 Eff. Feb. 14, 1987

L.A. 7-97 Eff. May 12, 1997 (as revised in its entirety)
L.A. 39-05 Eff. Nov. 14, 2005 (as revised in its entirety)
L.A. 06-10 Eff. Feb. 16, 2010 (as revised in its entirety)

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 6 of 11



Section 4. Amendment

This Act hereby amends Legislative Act 06-10 by adding *“Section 5, Representation by
District” under Chapter 1§ 5 of Legislative Act 06-10.

§5. Reserved:Representation by District

A. Commencing with the Council elections of 2011, there shall be five (5) voting
Districts within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Cherokee Nation as identified
in_the attached map Exhibit “A”. “Boundaries of Five Voting Districts of the
Cherokee Nation.”

B, Commencing with the Council elections of 201 1, there shall be three (3) council
seats for each of the five (5) districts within the jurisdicational boundaries of the

Cherokee Nation.™

it seat. Qualified voters within each District may vote for a candidate for

By I'he Executive Branch shall prepare a plan and budget for FY 2010/201 1 10 assist
State of Oklahoma counties within the boundaries of the Cherokee Nation o
complete 911 enhanced address location. The plan and budget will be amended
and/or approved by Tribal Council by December 1. 2010. The plan will be fully

executed by the Executive Branch by December 1. 2011,

.. The Executive Branch shall prepare a plan and budget for FY 20102011 to
determine the last known address and/or current address for every Tribal citizen
registered with the Cherokee Nation by December 1, 2011.

F. I'he Legislative Branch shall determine apportionment and districting for the 2013
I'ribal Elections based on the improved Repistrar Citizenship data determined by
the December 1, 2011 deadlines by August 1. 2012,

Section 5. Provisions as cumulative
The provisions of this act shall be cumulative to existing law.
Section 6. Severability
The provisions of this act are severable and if any part of provision hereof shall be held

void the decision of the court so holding shall not aftect or impair any of the remaining parts or
provisions of this act.

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 7 of 11



Section 7. Emergency Declared

It being immediately necessary for the welfare of the Cherokee Nation, the Council hereby
declares that an emergency exists, by reason whereof this Act shall take effect and be in full force
after its passage and approval.

Section8. Self-Help Contributions

To the extent that this Act involves programs or services to citizens of the Nation or
others, self-help contributions shall be required, unless specifically prohibited by the funding
agency, or a waiver is granted due to physical or mental incapacity of the participant to contribute.

Enacted by the Council of the Cherokee Nation on the 12" day of July, 2010.

Meredith A. Frailey, Speaker
Council of the Cherokee Nation

ATTEST:

Don Garvin, Secretary
Council of the Cherokee Nation

e s
< Chadwick Smith, Principal Chief~
Cherokee Nation

ATTEST:

Melanie Knight, Secre
Cherokee Nation

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 8 of 11



YEAS AND NAYS AS RECORDED:

Tina Glory Jordan

Bill John Baker

Joe Crittenden

Jodie Fishinghawk

Janelle Lattimore Fullbright
David W. Thornton, Sr.
Don Garvin

Harley L. Buzzard

Curtis G. Snell

Yea
Yea
Yea
Yea
Yea
Absent
Yea
Na

Yea

e’

2

Meredith A. Frailey Yea
Chris Soap Yea
Cara Cowan Watts Nay
Buel Anglen Nay
Bradley Cobb Yea
Charles Hoskin, Jr. Absent
Julia Coates Yea
Jack D. Baker Nay
4
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LIST OF CHEROKEE NATION PRECINCTS

DISTRICT | CHEROKEE/WAGONER

VOTING PRECINCTS:

oW -

TAHLEQUAH
BRIGGS
KEYS
HULBERT
LOWERY
OKAY

DISTRICT 2 ADAIR/DELAWARE

VOTING PRECINCTS:

[. STILWELL

2. CAVE SPRINGS
3. WESTVILLE

4.
5
6
¥

KANSAS
KENWOOD

. JAY
. GROVE

DISTRICT 3 SEQUOYAH/MCINTOSH/MUSKOGEE

VOTING PRECINCTS:

. SALLISAW

MULDROW

I
2.
3. VIAN
4.
5
6

MARBLE CITY

. WARNER

FT GIBSON

DISTRICT 4 CRAIG/NOWATA/MAYES/OTTAWA

VOTING PRECINCTS:

VOTING PRECINTS:

oA W —

S. COFFEYVILLE
NOWATA
VINITA

PRYOR

SALINA

LOCUST GROVE

DISTRICT 5 TULSA/WASHINGTON/ROGERS

|. TULSA

2. COLLINSVILLE
3.
4
5

BARTLESVILLE
CLAREMORE
CHELSEA

DRAFT Redistricting Citizen Awareness Plan - Page 11 of 11




Election Commission Concern Page 1 of 1

Election Commission Concern
Cara Cowan Watts [cara@caracowan.com]

Sent: Sunday, August 08, 2010 11:24 PM
To:  Wanda J. Beaver

Cc:  buelanglen@sbcglobal.net; Bradley Cobb; Brad Cobb [guguatsutsa@sbcglobal.net]

Wanda,

Please let the Election Commission know that five precincts are not enough if the other smaller districts are
retaining six and seven districts.

| would like them to consider a precinct in Oologah, Owasso or the Ramona area if District 5 stays the three
counties.

Sincerely,

Cara CowanrvWaitty

Deputy Speaker, Cherokee Nation Tribal Council
Elected Legislator of District 7 - Will Rogers
caracowan.com

Find me on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter, too!

https://cnexch-cas1.cherokee.org/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAACPTCxmeWZj... 8/9/2010




Cherokee Nation Voter Registration Form
Return to: Cherokee Nation Election Services
Post Office Box 1188
Tahlequah, OK 74465-1188
(918) 458-5899 * 1-800-353-2895 * e-mail: election-commission @cherokee.org

New ApplicationOd Change of Affiliation (District or Precinct)d Change of Name or AddressO Re-Actived Otherd
[ Other: |
M You must have Tribal Citizenship (Blue Card)

Name
(Please print) First Middle Last Maiden
Mailing
Address

Street, Box, Route Number, Road City State Zip
Home Address
If different
from mailing Street, Box, Route Number, Road City State Zip
address

Male O Female O
County of Residency Date of Sex Phone No. Social Security No. (Optional)
Birth
Blue Tribal Citizenship Card No. CO Your name as it appears on the Blue Card
Your Signature Date
Witnesses, if Mark used 1. 2.
. RESIDENT VOTERS MUST MARK ONE PRECINCT, NON-RESIDENT VOTERS SEE BELOW *
District No. | District No. 2 District No. 3
(Cherokee & Wagoner County) (Adair & Delaware County) (Sequoyah/McIntosh/Muskogee County)
Precincts: Precincts: Precincts:
A. 0O Tahlequah A. O Stilwell A. 0OVian
B. 0OKeys B. 0O Westville B. O Marble City
C. O Hulbert C. 0O Cave Springs C. 0O Sallisaw
D. 0O Briggs D. 0O Grove D. O Muldrow
E. OLowrey E. 0OlJay E. O Warner
F. 0O Okay F. 0OKenwood F. 0O Ft Gibson
G. 0O Kansas

District No. 4 District No. 5
(Craig/Nowata/Ottawa/Mayes County) (Tulsa/Washington/Rogers County) * New applicants age 25 or older who reside
Precincts: Precincts: outside the boundaries must register to vote
A. 0O Vinita A. 0O Bartlesville at-large.
B. 0OS. Coffeyville B. 0O Tulsa
C. O Nowata C. 0O Collinsville * New applicants under the age of 25 who reside
D. O Pryor D. 0O Claremore outside the boundaries may select to register
E. 0O Salina E. 0O Chelsea at-large or in a district of your choice.
F. 0O Locust Grove

ATTENTION NON-RESIDENT VOTERS (CITIZENS NOT LIVING WITHIN THE TRADITIONAL BOUNDARY OF THE
CHEROKEE NATION) CHECK HERE O FOR AT-LARGE VOTING

Form will be returned if it is not filled out properly. Call 1-800-353-2895 if there is a question.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Received Verified Date Ret. 2" Received Data Entry Checked



JUL 28 2010

Chad "Corntassel" Smith
kG

CHEROKEE NATION Principal Chief
P.O. Box 948
Tahlequah, OK 74465-0948 Joe Grayson
918-453-5000 JLO@ JCh@

Deputy Principal Chief

July 26, 2010

Election Services
Cherokee Nation

PO Box 1188
Tahlequah, OK 74465

To Whom It May Concern:

A new organization of Cherokee tribal citizens is forming in Kansas City, MO,
with the purpose of learning, sharing and enjoying the history, culture, and language of
the Cherokees, establishing close civic connections with the Cherokee Nation, and acting
as contact points for the At-Large council representatives and their constituents.

On August 29, 2010, the organization will host an event to kick off a membership
drive. Chief Smith has graciously agreed to assist in this effort by joining the new
organization for this event to meet and speak to the regional Cherokee citizens, and other
dignitaries of the Cherokee Nation have also been invited. Since your department is one
under which these new groups are organized, and with which these at-large Cherokees
may interact and have questions of in the future, the council of the new group has
requested that I extend a formal invitation to the Election Services department to send a
representative for informational purposes to this event.

The Heartland Cherokee Community would like to invite you to a potluck
community meeting on Sunday, August 29th, from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the Westport
Roanoke Community Center, 3601 Roanoke Road, Kansas City, MO.

This organization has been working very hard to plan an entertaining gathering
for the regional Cherokees, with the goal of building a strong group membership. The
organization is planning a program for the day and would appreciate your confirmation of
attendance (so they may plan to have a table available for your information), or your
regrets. If you would, please respond with your intentions to either attend or forego the
event to me at kristin-fourkiller@cherokee.org or (918)207-4974 and I will convey your
message to the group.

On behalf of the new Cherokee satellite community, we hope for your assistance
and participation in this effort, and we hope to see you there!



Respectfully,

(Uit T
Kristin Fourkiller
Technical Assistance Specialist
Cherokee Nation

Community Services
COTTA Program
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

PRINCIPAL CHIEF CHADWICK
SMITH IN HIS OFFICIAL

CHEROKEE NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL

}
CAPACITY, )
)
Petitioner, )
)
VS. ) CASE NO CV-09-65
)
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION )
COMMISSION, )
)
Respondent. )
)
)
)
)

Intervenor/Real Party In Interest.
CARA COWAN-WATTS
Cherokee Council Member District 7,

and
0 DON GARVIN, Cherokee Council
Member District 4,

Plaintiffs,
VS. CASE NO CV-2010-53

CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION
COMMISSION,

N — N— — — — — —— — — “w—— ——

Defendant.

RESPONSE OF CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION
TO LEGISLATIVE ACT OF JULY 12, 2010 AMENDING
SECTION 5, TITLE 26, CHEROKEE NATION CODE ANNOTATED

Comes now the Cherokee Nation Election Commission (hereinafter

“Commission”) in response to legislation adopted by the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council

O on July 12, 2010, revising Title 26, of the Cherokee Nation Code Annotated: amended



Section § in which provisions for apportionment and redistricting was duly passed and
adopted states:

1, In it's hearing on June 25, 2010, in response to the Motion To Reconsider
of the Tribal Council the Court’s previous Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the
Tribal Council was directed to meet and take action to adopt a redistricting plan and
report the same to the Court not later than July 13, 2010.

2. Pursuant to the Court's wishes the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council did
convene on July 12, 2010, adopting an amendment to LA-06-10 Revising Title 26, of
Cherokee Nation Code specifically amending Section 5 (previously reserved) in which
the Council redistricted the Cherokee Nation jurisdictional boundaries into five (5)
districts as evidenced by said act, a true copy of which is attached hereto and made a
part hereof as though fully set out herein.  Attached to the legislation was Exhibit A
being a map setting forth the boundaries by counties of the respective newly formed five
districts. This Act contains the emergency clause upon its passage and approval. The
Commission has been reliably informed that the Principal Chief, Chadwick Corntassel
Smith, will approve the legislation.

3. The Commission notes that this legislation does not direct it to apportion
the newly created five (5) districts since it specifically provides for these districts for the
election in 2011. The Act further provides creating three (3) council seats within each
respective district.

4. Based upon these observations your Commission believes it has been

relieved of its responsibility to apportion, consequently, it is preparing to conduct the



2011 elections in the newly formed five (5) districts unless otherwise directed by this

Honorable Court.

b As a consequence of these events the Commission suggests there are no
remaining issues to be decided by this Court subject to unforeseen objections from
parties of interest. The Commission has no objections to this legislation which it

believes to meet constitutional muster.

Respectfully Submitted,
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

By:( zgg{ € QO—@L%.
Lioyd E. Cole, Jr., CNBA#0061

OBA#1777

120 W. Division St.

Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-7331

Fax: (918) 696-2070

e-mail: colelaw@windstream.net

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on the /3 ﬁday of July, 2010, | mailed a true and correct
copy of the above and foregoing RESPONSE to the following, to-wit:

Todd Hembree
HENBREE & HEMBREE
P.O. Box 1839
Tahlequah, OK 74464



D. Michael McBride 111
CROWE & DUNLEVY
500 Kennedy Building

321 South Boston Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74103-3313

ATTORNEYS FOR CHEROKEE NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL

A. Diane Hammons

Cherokee Nation Attorney General
P.O. Box 948

Tahlequah, OK 74465

Principal Chief Chadwick Smith
P.O. Box 948
Tahlequah, OK 74465

Stacy L. Leeds

11177 Hwy 10

Tahlequah, OK 74464

ATTORNEY FOR INTERVENORS JODIE
FISHINGHAWK AND TINA GLORY JORDAN

Cara Cowan-Watts
P.O. Box 2922
Claremore, OK 74018

Don Garvin

1112 Sky View Drive
Muskogee, OK 74403

Htoyd E (ot

Lloyd E. Cole, Jr.
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' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

PRINCIPAL CHIEF CHADWICK SMITH,

In his Official Capacity, LI; {' ;:\ T .l 3321 :JTN
iti KRISTI KONCUOYEA
Petitioner, BOURT rf FRK
v Case No. CV-09-65
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION
COMMISSION,
Respondent,

CHEROKEE NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL,

T T N N e N S e N e e N St Nt vt ot vttt it St et et et vt

Intervenor/Real Party in Interest.
AND
CARA COWAN WATTS,
In her Official Capacity as Council Member
' District 7 & as an Individual,
AND
DON GARVIN,
In his Official Capacity as Council Member
District 4 and as an Individual,
Plaintiffs,
v. Case No. CV-2010-53
CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION
COMMISSION,
Defendant,
MINUTE ORDER
The Co after revi : .
following Minultl:’{}rder; feview of applicable law and | briefs filed here, issues the




2) The Court understands that in certain instances a deviation of population by
more than ten (10%) percent may be constitutional, but only after a proper
showing of good cause.

3) The Court therefore orders the Tribal Council and/or other parties to submit
their briefs outlining such good cause on or before July 23, 2010.

The Court will at that time rule upon the constitutionality of the Tribal Council re-

CboaAdit

C. Bart Fite
Judge of the District Court

Entered this 16" day of July, 2010.

The foregoing Minute Order was mailed by first class mail and/or transmitted
electronically on the 16" day of July, 2010, to the following:

Chadwick Smith, Petitioner — 431-4110

Lloyd E. Cole, Attorney for Respondents — (918) 696-2070

Todd Hembree, Attorney for Intervenor — 458-9898

D. Michael McBride 111, Attorney for Intervenor — (918) 592-480\
Stacy Leeds, Attorney for Intervenors, Fishinghawk & Jordan —

(866) 401-8949
Cara Cowan Watts Don Garvin
P.0. Box 2922 1112 Sky View Drive

Claremore, OK 74018 Muskogee, OK 74403




