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Cherokee Nation Election Commission
Special Meeting Agenda
March 20, 2015
9:00 A.M.

Call to order

Roll call

Current Items
a. Hearing on the Challenges of the eligibility of Julia Coates to be a

candidate for Deputy Principal Chief in the 2015 General Election.

Executive Session

a. Consideration of evidence of the Challenges of the eligibility of Julia
Coates to be a candidate for Deputy Principal Chief in the 2015
General Election.

b. Exit Executive session.

Action from Executive session.

Announcements

Adjourn

Chairman: BilyHorton

Cherokee Nation Election Office Posted by:
22116 S Bald Hill Road

Tahlequah, Ok 74464



CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
ELECTION SERVICES MEETING ROOM
MARCH 20, 2015 - MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

THE MEETING OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
9:00 AM ROLL CALL WAS TAKEN AND A QUORUM WAS ESTABLISHED.

COMMISSION: BILL HORTON, CHAIRMAN
TERESA HART, VICE CHAIRPERSON
MARTHA CALICO, SECRETARY/TREASURER
SHAWNA CALICO, COMMISSIONER
CAROLYN ALLEN, COMMISSIONER

COMMISSION ATTORNEY: HARVEY CHAFFIN

CHAIRMAN HORTON STATED THIS HEARING IS BEING HELD ON THE
CHALLENGES OF ELIGIBLITY OF JULIA COATES TO BE A CANDIDATE FOR
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL CHIEF IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION. CHAIRMAN
HORTON READ THE “HEARING PROCEDURE.”

A WRITTEN COPY OF THE HEARING PROCEDURE WAS ENTERED INTO THE
RECORD. ATTACHMENT #1

THE COMMISSION THEN MADE DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE
ELIGIBILITY OF THE CANDIDATE, IN THE POSSESSION OF THE COMMISSION
AVAILABLE. THE ATTORNEY’S WERE THEN ALLOWED TO MAKE OPENING
STATEMENTS TO PRESENT EVIDENCE.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY SHAWNA CALICO AND SECONDED BY TERESA
HART TO RECESS AT 11:49 AM UNTIL 1:00 PM. MOTION CARRIED.

BILL HORTON

TERESA HART __ YES

MARTHA CALICO___ YES

SHAWNA CALICO __ YES

CAROLYN ALLEN___ YES

A MOTION WAS MADE BY TERESA HART AND SECONDED BY CAROLYN
ALLEN TO RECONVENE AT 1:04 PM. MOTION CARRIED.

BILL HORTON

TERESA HART ___ YES

MARTHA CALICO __YES

SHAWNA CALICO__ YES

CAROLYN ALLEN __ YES



THE COMMISSION HEARD CLOSING ARGUMENTS OF ATTORNEY’S FOR THE
CHALLENGER AND CANDIDATE.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY TERESA HART AND SECONDED BY SHAWNA
CALICO TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 1:13 PM. MOTION CARRIED.
BILL HORTON

TERESA HART YES

MARTHA CALICO___ YES

SHAWNA CALICO___ YES

CAROLYN ALLEN___ YES

A MOTION WAS MADE BY SHAWNA CALICO AND SECONDED BY TERESA
HART TO RECONVENE THE CHALLENGE SESSION AT 2:45 PM. MOTION
CARRIED.

BILL W. HORTON

TERESA HART YES

MARTHA CALICO___YES

SHAWNA CALICO___ YES

CAROLYN ALLEN __ YES

CHAIRMAN HORTON STATED THE ISSUE BEFORE THE COMMISSION IS
WHETHER JULIA COATES IS ELIGIBLE TO BE A CANDIDATE FOR DEPUTY
CHIEF FOR THE 2015 CHEROKEE NATION GENERAL ELECTION.

I’'M GOING TO ASK FOR A ROLL CALL VOTE OF THE COMMISSION ON THIS
ISSUED. IF YOU FEEL THAT JULIA COATES MEETS THE QUALIFICATION TO
BE A CANDIDATE FOR DEPUTY CHIEF VOTE YES. IF YOU FEEL SHE DOES
NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS VOTE NO.

ROLL CALL WAS TAKEN CAROLYN ALLEN NO
SHAWNA CALICO NO
TERESA HART NO
MARTHA CALICO NO
BILL HORTON NO
MOTION CARRIED.

CHAIRMAN HORTON STATED WE ASKED THE ATTORNEY FOR THE
ELECTION COMMISSION TO PREPARE TWO FORMS OF DECISION FOR THE
COMMISSION, ONE TO DENY THE CANDIDACY AND ONE TO APPROVE THE
CANDIDACY. THE COMMISSION HAS EXECUTED THE DECISION TO DENY
THE CANDIDACY, AND I WILL READ THE DECISION.

ATTACHMENT # 2

THE DECISION WILL BE MADE A PART OF THE RECORD AND THE UNUSED
AND UNSIGNED FORM GRANTING THE CANDIDACY WILL ALSO BE MADE
PART OF THE RECORD, TO SHOW ITS AVAILABILITY IF THE COMMISSION
HAD SO DECIDED.

ATTACHMENT #3




THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS CONDUCTED A MOTION WAS MADE
BY SHAWNA CALICO TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 2:50 PM.

MAR CALICO, SECRETARY-TREASURER




EEFORE THE CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSIO

OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

In Re: Challenge to the
Eligibility of Julia Coates,
Deputy Chief for the 2015
General Election.

Eligibility Hearing No. 2015-1

o it N

Hearing Procedure

This hearing is being conducted pursuant to Section 37 of
Title 26 of the Cherokee Code Annotated and the Rules and
Regulations of the Commission. Notice of this Hearing has been
given as provided by law to the Candidate, with a copy of Protest
of Carole Richmond, a Cherokee Nation Citizen registered to vote,
and a copy of the Challenge of Jodie Fishinghawk, a Cherokee Nation
Citizen registered to vote, attached. Proof of service on the
Ccandidate shall be made a part of the record.

The Procedure for this hearing will be as follows:

1. The Chairman will preside over the hearing and make

any necessary rulings, and may consult with Commission

legal counsel. Any Commission Member who disagrees

with the Chairman’s Ruling may reguest a voice vote by

£ull Commission and the Majority vote shall control.

2. The parties, counsel for the parties and the

audience should conduct their selves in a respectful and

courteous manner and anyone creating a disturbance

will be asked to leave.

3. The formal rules of evidence shall not apply unless
the Commission in its discretion rules otherwise.

4. The Commission Members and Commission Attorney may
ask guestions at any time. Commission Members or
Commission Attorney may not be a called as a witness.

5. The proceeding shall be recorded by a Certified
Court Reporter, who shall also swear any witnesses.

6. First, the Commission shall make a part of the
Record the Protest and Challenge, all Documents
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related to Eligibility submitted by the Candidate,

—Julia Coates, at the time of filing for Deputy -

Chief and all Information obtained by the
Commission pursuant to Authorization by the
Candidate.

7. Second, the Protestant and Challenger shall be
given the opportunity to present any evidence in
support of their Protest and Challenge; and, the
Candidate shall be allowed to cross exam any
witness called and redirect and recross will be
allowed. All Exhibits shall be marked and made a
part of the record.

8. Third, the Candidate shall be given the
opportunity to present any evidence in opposition

to the Protest and Challenge; and, the Protestant and
Challenger shall be allowed to cross exam any witness
called and redirect and recross will be allowed.

All Exhibits shall be marked and made a part of the
record.

9. At the end of the evidence, the parties will be
allowed closing arguments to the Commission within a
time frame set by the Commission; and, after such
closing argument, the commission will consider the
evidence in executive session.

10. The Commission will reconvene the hearing to
render its decision.

Cherokee Nation Election
Commission, Defendant

Bill(Horton, Chairman




BEFORE THE CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION COMMISSION

OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

In Re: Challenge to the
Eligibility of Julia Coates,
Deputy Chief for the 2015
General Election.

Eligibility Hearing No. 2015-1

DECISION

Now on this 20th day of March, 2015, this matter came on for
hearing before the Cherckee Nation Election Commission and the
Protestant, Carol Richmond appears not; the Challenger, Jodie
Fishinghawk, appears personally and by and through her attorney,
Evan McLemore; and, the Candidate, Julia Coates appears personally
and by and through her attorney, Chad Smith.

The Commission, after hearing the evidence of witnesses, sworn
and examined,‘examining exhibits introduced and hearing arguments
of counsel, finds that the Protest and Challenge were timely filed
by Citizens and Registered Voters as provided by law; finds that
Notice of this Hearing was given and served as provided by law;
finds that the Candidate, Julia Coates, was not domiciled within
the boundaries of the Cherokee Nation for no less than 270 days
immediately preceding the day of the Cherokee Nation General
Election for 2015; finds that the Candidate, Julia Coates, has not
established a bona fide permanent residence within the boundaries
of the Cherokee Nation for no less than 270 days immediately

preceding the day of the Cherokee Nation General Election for 2015;
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and, finds that the Candidate, Julia Coates, was domiciled in and
with a bona fide permanent residence in Los Angeles, California for
part of the 270 days immediately preceding the day of the Cherokee
Nation General Election for 2015.

IT IS THEREFORE THE DECISION OF THE CHEROKEE NATION ELECTION
COMMISSION that under the provisions of Section 2. of Article VII
of the Cherokee Nation Constitution and Section 32. B. of Title 26
of the Cherokee Nation Code Annotated, the Candidate, Julia Coates,
does not meet the Qualifications to be a Candidate for Deputy Chief

in the 2015 Cherokee Nation General Election.
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Dated thisiﬁ%%é&?day of March, 2015.

Cherokee Natlon Election Commission

BY

rton Chalrman nd Member

ré%a Hart, lC halrman and Member
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Marth@ Calico, Secretary/Treasurer and Member
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Carolyn Allen, Member
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Shawna Calico, Member
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Special Meeting to Conduct a Hearing

March 20, 2015 at 9:30 AM
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